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November 4, 2025 
 
Ms. Emily Stood 
Preservation Planner 
22 S first Street 
Geneva, IL  60134 
 
Re: East Side Redevelopment 

Blacksmith Shop 
 
Ms. Stood, 
 
Just a line about the eastern gateway redevelopment. As the work on east state progresses  
I have a few thoughts. I have worked in town for 49 years and been owner of two East side 
Business (currently State Street collision) I’ve seen lots of changes and progress in both housing 
and Business development. The current Building at 110 east state I think will be a Nice add as 
will the end result of the east state street rebuild. There are a few parcels along the way that 
offer future possibilities But the one I feel that has been stagnant far too long is the mill race 
property. Every update is more of the same-A small group are determined to hold back what 
will no doubt be a positive addition to the east side.The roadblock? The old blacksmith shop. I 
have read that many assessments deem it un-restorable and not worth nearly what it would 
cost yet the city refuses to offer a solution other than insist it be saved- Meanwhile we, the 
residents and businesses of Geneva are stuck with an eyesore with no real end in site.  I think 
it’s time for some new faces at the table to resolve this by allowing the structure to be torn 
down so the entire community can move forward!   
 
 
 
Bill White 
President,  
State Street Collision 
802 East State 
 
Cc:  David Patzelt, Shodeen Group 
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From: Ed Streibig
To: estood@geneva.il.us
Subject: Blacksmith Shop Development
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2025 10:31:13 AM
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Dear Emily and Preservation Commission,

I live two parcels away from the blacksmith shop, and all I want is a sidewalk. My family includes a
3‑year‑old and a 1‑year‑old, and we struggle past the uneven ground, construction debris, and the long-
standing indecision of this property every day. A few months ago, a car came off the road in front of us
and collided with a telephone pole. We worry that one day it will be us.

I am a historic preservationist myself and own multiple homes that are over 100 years old. Even so, I
support demolishing the blacksmith shop, and I support whatever path gets us to real progress the
fastest. When I look at the current structure, I do not see a building that is particularly noteworthy,
beautiful, or warranting preservation in its present form. The most compelling element, in my view, is the
stone itself.

My suggestion is to treat it as the Romans did their past: require the developer to reuse the existing
stones in a facade or walkway as part of the new construction, then install a plaque commemorating the
history of the site. That would both respect the past and finally allow the property to move forward.

Most importantly, please ensure that any approval leads quickly to installation of a safe sidewalk along
this stretch. Our kids—and all of our neighbors—need it.

mailto:estreibig@gmail.com
mailto:estood@geneva.il.us
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Broken stroller as a result of pushing over this mess.



Ed Streibig
132 S Bennett St



To whom it may concern 

 

Serving on the Geneva Historic Planning Commission for several years, I have become 
intimately familiar with the site at Mill Race Inn and the issue of the retention of the 1848 
Blacksmith Shop. I am writing to address the matter at hand and provide a possible 
resolution to this issue.  

While I firmly support the need to preserve historic structures in our city as well as the 
character and heritage of our community.  I do equally believe in the importance of 
studying the relevance of any building on a case-by-case basis. I also am a proponent for 
future growth in our community. 

While doing some research, I came upon a Preservation Partners article entitled Geneva’s 
Blacksmith Shop/ Mill Race Inn: A Brief History.  It describes the shop as a “ubiquitous 19th 
century common structure nearly extinct in the 21st” making its architecture significant”.  
While I agree in part with that statement, I also as a licensed architect working with 
numerous historic buildings, would not by any means endorse that the shape or style of 
this building is of any notoriety.  

When examining the structure in detail, noting the numerous modifications and openings, I 
would estimate that far less than 50% of the wall elevations are original building or 
material.  In addition, based on condition of these dressed limestone blocks, observed that 
they are in dire need of extensive regrout, reconstruction or structural support. The 
foundations are also questionable.   

Numerous studies have been conducted about the feasibility of rehabilitation, and I agree 
that given the cost and less than overall significance of building design, the undertaking 
would be impractical. I instead propose a solution that would pay homage to the history 
and location of the building and preserve its original materials. The essence of this history 
could be saved by creating a vignette, using a portion of the wall elevations to be rebuilt at 
or near its current location and made of the original blocks in their original configuration. 
This could be accompanied by an acknowledgement of the historic significance though 
appropriate identification and dedication. 

 

George Stazin 

Licensed Architect State of Illinois 

Historic Planning Commissioner Emeritus 



November 24, 2025 

 

Emily Stood 
Preservation Planner 
estood@geneva.il.us 
 
Re: Ye Olde Blacksmith Shoppe 
 
Dear Ms. Stood: 
 
Fifty years ago, when I would drive west into Geneva, I would pass the infamous “Eastside 
Tap” on my right, a place for trouble if you were looking. On my left was the famous Mill 
Race Inn, quite a different story. Proceeding across the river was the ramshackle ruins of a 
once thriving mill on the dam. 
 
Forty years ago, Suzie and I settled a mile from there in St. Charles where I live today as a 
widower. 
 
Thirty years ago, I moved my business from Wheaton to Geneva because that’s where it 
was happening.  
 
Twenty years ago, I bought and renovated the property at Sixth and Stevens to house my 
growing business. I poured a lot of money into the old building and grounds to create what 
has been described by neighbors as the jewel of the neighborhood. I am very proud of the 
effort. 
 
A lot has changed on that drive west into Geneva. The rowdy tavern is long gone and so is 
the elegant Mill Race Inn. The run-down mill is now a beautiful and thriving retail center. 
The Herrington across the street is a destination. Suzie and I celebrated our 25th Wedding 
Anniversary there.  
 
Nothing remains the same it is said. But in Geneva, maybe something does, at least the old 
blacksmith shop indicates as much. Perhaps it is time to finish the upgrade to the much-
improved entrance to Geneva by remembering the old blacksmith shop with a historic 
marker adjacent to a beautiful new development. The old Eastside tap is best not so 
remembered.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John R. Sheaffer 
611 Stevens Street 
Geneva, IL  

mailto:estood@geneva.il.us
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